Exhibit 1:  Shari’a Based Reservations to UN Human Rights Conventions
	Interpretive Notes to Exhibit 1

	
	Treaty information is taken from UN sources at http://untreaty.un.org/ENGLISH/bible/englishinternetbible/partI/chapterIV/chapterIV.asp, unless otherwise indicated.

	
	Yes – indicates that a particular convention is in force for a State (either through ratification, accession, or succession)

	
	RSV -  means that a particular convention applies to a State, subject to the Shari’a related reservation excerpted in the accompanying footnote.

	
	‘--’   - indicates that a particular convention is not yet in force for a particular state

	
	‘**’ - indicates a declaration was made by a state that its association with the treaty in no way establishes relations with Israel

	
	Countries - are members of the Organization of Islamic Conferences (see http://www.oic-oci.org/) and further limited to UN member states as identified at http://www.un.org/Overview/unmember.html (the difference being that Palestine is a member of the OIC but not a member of the UN).

	
	% Muslim Population -  indicates the percentage of a State’s total population that is Muslim according to the CIA WorldFactbook (see http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/ factbook/).  Note, in some states, such as Azerbaijan, the number of practicing adherents is a much smaller percentage of the population.

	
	Islam State Religion? - indicates whether Islam is recognized as a State religion (“Y”) according to the Report on International Religious Freedom, US Dept. of State (2003) (see http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/).

	
	The predominant school in each State (i.e., either that officially sanctioned by the State or to which the majority of the population subscribes) was determined from the Report on International Religious Freedom (unless otherwise specified) and is indicated according to the following key:

	
	

	
	


	
	Country
	% Pop Muslim 
	Islam
State

relig.?
	VCLT

	CPP
CG
	CAT
	CCPR
	CCPR

(OP1)
	CCPR

(OP2)
	CEDAW
	CEDAW

(OP)
	CERD
	CE
SCR
	CRC
	CRC (OP

AC)
	CRC

(OP So

CPP)
	MWC

	1
	Afghanistan
	99%
	Y

	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV


	Yes
	Yes
	--

	2
	Albania
	70%


	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	3
	Algeria
	99%
	Y
	Yes **
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV


	Yes
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes 

	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	4
	Azerbaijan
	93%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	5
	Bahrain
	100%
	Y
	--
	Yes **
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes **
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	6
	Bangladesh
	83%
	Y
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV


	Yes
	Yes
	RSV


	RSV

	Yes
	Yes
	--

	7
	Benin
	20%
	
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	8
	Brunei Darussalam
	67%
	Y
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	9
	Burkina Faso
	50%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes

	10
	Cameroon
	20%
	
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	11
	Chad

	51%
	
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--

	12
	Comoros
	98%
	Y
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	13
	Cote d’Ivorie

	40%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	14
	Djibouti
	94%
	Y
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	15
	Egypt
	94%
	Y
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV 


	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	RSV



	Yes


	--
	Yes
	Yes

	16
	Gabon
	< 1%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	17
	Gambia

	90%
	
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	18
	Guinea
	85%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes

	19
	Guinea-Bissau
	45%
	
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	20
	Guyana

	10%
	
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes

	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	21
	Indonesia
	88%
	
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	22
	Iran
	99%
	Y
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	23
	Iraq
	97%
	Y

	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV

**
	--
	Yes **
	Yes **
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	24
	Jordan
	92%
	Y
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	25
	Kazakhstan
	47%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--

	26
	Kuwait
	85%
	Y
	Yes **
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV


	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes **
	RSV

	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	27
	Kyrgyzstan
	75%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	28
	Lebanon

	70%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	29
	Libya
	97%
	Y
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes **
	Yes **
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	30
	Malaysia
	60%

	Y
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	--
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	31
	Maldives
	100%

	Y
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	--
	RSV

	--
	Yes
	--

	32
	Mali
	90%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	33
	Mauritania
	100%
	Y
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	34
	Morocco
	99%
	Y
	Yes **
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	35
	Mozambique
	20%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--

	36
	Niger

	80%
	
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	37
	Nigeria
	50%
	
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	38
	Oman
	86%

	Y
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	39
	Pakistan
	97%
	Y
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes

	--
	--
	--

	40
	Qatar
	95%
	Y
	--
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	RSV

	Yes
	RSV


	--

	41
	Saudi Arabia
	100%
	Y
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	RSV


	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	42
	Senegal
	94%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	43
	Sierra Leone
	60%
	
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--

	44
	Somalia
	90%

	Y

	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--

	45
	Sudan
	70%
	Y
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	46
	Suriname
	20%
	
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	47
	Syria
	90%
	Y

	Yes **
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV

 **
	--
	Yes **
	Yes **
	RSV

	Yes  **
	RSV

 **
	--

	48
	Tajikistan
	90%
	
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	49
	Togo
	20%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	50
	Tunisia

	98%
	Y
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	RSV


	--
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	Yes
	Yes
	--

	51
	Turkey
	100%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	RSV

	--
	Yes
	--

	52
	Turkmenistan
	89%
	
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	53
	Uganda
	16%
	
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	54
	United Arab Emirates
	96%
	Y
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	Yes **
	--
	RSV

	--
	--
	--

	55
	Uzbekistan

	88%
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	--

	56
	Yemen
	100%

	Y
	--
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	--
	--
	Yes
	--
	Yes **
	Yes **
	Yes
	--
	--
	--








	Sunni			Shia 			Sufi			Unspecified / Other








� Vienna Convention on Treaties. Information is taken from � HYPERLINK "http://untreaty.un.org/ENGLISH/bible/englishinternetbible/partI/chapterXXIII/treaty1.asp" ��http://untreaty.un.org/ENGLISH/bible/englishinternetbible/partI/chapterXXIII/treaty1.asp�, unless otherwise indicated. 


� Article 2 of the Interim Afghan Constitution, adopted Jan 4, 2004 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/af00000_.html" ��http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/af00000_.html�. 


� Afghanistan (CRC) - Upon signature: “The Government of the Republic of Afghanistan reserves the right to express, upon ratifying the Convention, reservations on all provisions of the Convention that are incompatible with the laws of Islamic Shari'a and the local legislation in effect.”


�  Algeria (CCPR) – “… 4. The Algerian Government interprets the provisions of article 23, paragraph 4, of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights regarding the rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution as in no way impairing the essential foundations of the Algerian legal system.” (found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/algeria_t2_ccpr.php" ��http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/algeria_t2_ccpr.php�). 


� Algeria (CEDAW) – “Article 2: The Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria declares that it is prepared to apply the provisions of this article on condition that they do not conflict with the provisions of the Algerian Family Code. Article 9, paragraph 2: The Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria wishes to express its reservations concerning the provisions of article 9, paragraph 2, which are incompatible with the provisions of the Algerian Nationality code and the Algerian Family Code. The Algerian Nationality code allows a child to take the nationality of the mother only when: - the father is either unknown or stateless; - the child is born in Algeria to an Algerian mother and a foreign father who was born in Algeria; - moreover, a child born in Algeria to an Algerian mother and a foreign father who was not born on Algerian territory may, under article 26 of the Algerian Nationality Code, acquire the nationality of the mother providing the Ministry of Justice does not object. Article 41 of the Algerian Family Code states that a child is affiliated to its father through legal marriage. Article 43 of that Code states that `the child is affiliated to its father if it is born in the 10 months following the date of separation or death'. Article 15, paragraph 4: The Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria declares that the provisions of article 15, paragraph 4, concerning the right of women to choose their residence and domicile should not be interpreted in such a manner as to contradict the provisions of chapter 4 (art. 37) of the Algerian Family Code.  Article 16: The Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria declares that the provisions of article 16 concerning equal rights for men and women in all matters relating to marriage, both during marriage and at its dissolution, should not contradict the provisions of the Algerian Family Code.”


� Algeria (CESCR) –  Upon ratification, Algeria noted “… 3. The Algerian Government considers that the provisions of article 13, paragraphs 3 and 4, of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights can in no case impair its right freely to organize its educational system.” (found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/algeria_t2_ccpr.php" ��http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/algeria_t2_ccpr.php�).  However, nothing in Algeria’s 2000 State Report (E/1990/6/Add.26), the Committee’s summary record dated Nov. 11, 2001, nor the 2001 Concluding Observations (CESCR E/2002/22) suggests that this reservation relates to potential Shari’a conflicts.


� Algeria (CRC) - “Article 14, paragraphs 1 and 2: The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 14 shall be interpreted by the Algerian Government in compliance with the basic foundations of the Algerian legal system, in particular: - With the Constitution, which stipulates in its article 2 that Islam is the State religion and in its article 35 that "there shall be no infringement of the inviolability of the freedom of conviction and the inviolability of the freedom of opinion"; - With Law No. 84-11 of 9 June 1984, comprising the Family Code, which stipulates that a child's education is to take place in accordance with the religion of its father. Articles 13, 16 and 17: Articles 13, 16 and 17 shall be applied while taking account of the interest of the child and the need to safeguard its physical and mental integrity. In this framework, the Algerian Government shall interpret the provisions of these articles while taking account of: - The provisions of the Penal Code, in particular those sections relating to breaches of public order, to public decency and to the incitement of minors to immorality and debauchery; - The provisions of Law No. 90-07 of 3 April 1990, comprising the Information Code, and particularly its article 24 stipulating that "the director of a publication destined for children must be assisted by an educational advisory body"; - Article 26 of the same Code, which provides that "national and foreign periodicals and specialized publications, whatever their nature or purpose, must not contain any illustration, narrative, information or insertion contrary to Islamic morality, national values or human rights or advocate racism, fanaticism and treason. Further, such publications must contain no publicity or advertising that may promote violence and delinquency.”


� Bahrain (CEDAW) – “....the Kingdom of Bahrain makes reservations with respect to the following provisions of the Convention: - Article 2, in order to ensure its implementation within the bounds of the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a; - Article 9, paragraph 2; - Article 15, paragraph 4; - Article 16, in so far as it is incompatible with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a; - Article 29, paragraph 1.”


� Bangladesh (CEDAW) - “The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh does not consider as binding upon itself the provisions of articles 2, [.....] and 16 (1) (c) and [.....] as they conflict with Shari’a law based on Holy Quran and Sunna.”


� Bangladesh (CESCR) -  “The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh will implement articles 2 and 3 in so far as they relate to equality between man and woman, in accordance with the relevant provisions of its Constitution and in particular, in respect to certain aspects of economic rights viz. law of inheritance.”


� Bangladesh (CRC) - “[The Government of Bangladesh] ratifies the Convention with a reservation to article 14, paragraph 1. Also article 21 would apply subject to the existing laws and practices in Bangladesh.”


� Brunei-Darussalam (CRC) – “[The Government of Brunei Darussalam] expresses its reservations on the provisions of the said Convention which may be contrary to the Constitution of Brunei Darussalam and to the beliefs and principles of Islam, the State, religion, and without prejudice to the generality of the said reservations, in particular expresses its reservation on articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Convention.”


� Maliki.  Islamic school information obtained from the Library of Congress Country study at � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+td0053" �� http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/#toc�. 


� Islamic school information obtained from the Library of Congress Country study at � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+ci0061" �� http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/#toc�.


� Djibouti (CRC) – “[The Government of Djibouti] shall not consider itself bound by any provisions or articles that are incompatible with its religion and its traditional values.”


� Egypt (CCPR) - Egypt affirms that the treaty does not conflict with Shari’a stating “Taking into consideration the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a and the fact that they do not conflict with the text annexed to the instrument, we accept, support and ratify it” (found at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/egypt_t2_ccpr.php" ��http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/egypt_t2_ccpr.php�). 


� Egypt (CEDAW) – “In respect of article 9: Reservation to the text of article 9, paragraph 2, concerning the granting to women of equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of their children, without prejudice to the acquisition by a child born of a marriage of the nationality of his father. This is in order to prevent a child's acquisition of two nationalities where his parents are of different nationalities, since this may be prejudicial to his future. It is clear that the child's acquisition of his father's nationality is the procedure most suitable for the child and that this does not infringe upon the principle of equality between men and women, since it is customary for a woman to agree, upon marrying an alien, that her children shall be of the father's nationality.  In respect of article 16: Reservation to the text of article 16 concerning the equality of men and women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations during the marriage and upon its dissolution, without prejudice to the Islamic Shari'a's provisions whereby women are accorded rights equivalent to those of their spouses so as to ensure a just balance between them. This is out of respect for the sacrosanct nature of the firm religious beliefs which govern marital relations in Egypt and which may not be called in question and in view of the fact that one of the most important bases of these relations is an equivalency of rights and duties so as to ensure complementary which guarantees true equality between the spouses. The provisions of the Shari’a lay down that the husband shall pay bridal money to the wife and maintain her fully and shall also make a payment to her upon divorce, whereas the wife retains full rights over her property and is not obliged to spend anything on her keep. The Shari’a therefore restricts the wife's rights to divorce by making it contingent on a judge's ruling, whereas no such restriction is laid down in the case of the husband.  In respect of article 29: The Egyptian delegation also maintains the reservation contained in article 29, paragraph 2, concerning the right of a State signatory to the Convention to declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of that article concerning the submission to an arbitral body of any dispute which may arise between States concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention. This is in order to avoid being bound by the system of arbitration in this field.  Reservation made upon ratification: General reservation on article 2:  The Arab Republic of Egypt is willing to comply with the content of this article, provided that such compliance does not run counter to the Islamic Shari’a.”


� Egypt (CESCR) - Egypt affirms that the treaty does not conflict with Shari’a.


� Egypt (CRC) - In July 2003, Egypt withdrew its reservation regarding a conflict between Shari’a and CRC’s provisions on adoption.


� Islamic school information obtained from Adherents.com at � HYPERLINK "http://adherents.com/Na/Na_328.html" ��http://adherents.com/Na/Na_328.html� referencing the 1997 Britannica Book of the Year, pg. 781-783.


� Islamic school information obtained from the Library of Congress Country study at � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/#toc" ��http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/#toc�. 


� Guyana (CERD) - “The Government of the Republic of Guyana do not interpret the provisions of this Convention as imposing upon them any obligation going beyond the limits set by the Constitution of Guyana or imposing upon them any obligation requiring the introduction of judicial processes going beyond those provided under the same Constitution.”  The minority Muslim population and the fact that Art. 145 of the Guyanan Constitution promotes freedom of religion (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.georgetown.edu/pdba/Constitutions/Guyana/guyana96.html" ��http://www.georgetown.edu/pdba/Constitutions/Guyana/guyana96.html�) seems to support the notion that this reservation is not Shari’a based.


� Indonesia (CRC) – “The 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia guarantees the fundamental rights of the child irrespective of their sex, ethnicity or race. The Constitution prescribes those rights to be implemented by national laws and regulations.  The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the Republic of Indonesia does not imply the acceptance of obligations going beyond the Constitutional limits nor the acceptance of any obligation to introduce any right beyond those prescribed under the Constitution.  With reference to the provisions of articles 1, 14, 16, 17, 21, 22 and 29 of this Convention, the Government of the Republic of Indonesia declares that it will apply these articles in conformity with its Constitution.”


� Iran (CRC) - "The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran reserves the right not to apply any provisions or articles of the Convention that are incompatible with Islamic Laws and the international legislation in effect."


� According to Art. 7 of the Interim Iraqi Constitution adopted March 8, 2004 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/iz00000_.html" ��http://www.oefre.unibe.ch/law/icl/iz00000_.html�. 


� Iraq (CEDAW) - “Approval of and accession to this Convention shall not mean that the Republic of Iraq is bound by the provisions of article 2, paragraphs (f) and (g), of article 9, paragraphs 1 and 2, nor of article 16 of the Convention. The reservation to this last-mentioned article shall be without prejudice to the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a according women rights equivalent to the rights of their spouses so as to ensure a just balance between them. Iraq also enters a reservation to article 29, paragraph 1, of this Convention with regard to the principle of international arbitration in connection with the interpretation or application of this Convention.”


� Iraq (CRC) – “The Government of Iraq has seen fit to accept [the Convention] ... subject to a reservation in respect to article 14, paragraph 1, concerning the child's freedom of religion, as allowing a child to change his or her religion runs counter to the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a.”


� Jordan (CEDAW)  - “Jordan does not consider itself bound by the following provisions: 1. Article 9, paragraph 2; 2. Article 15, paragraph 4 (a wife's residence is with her husband); 3. Article 16, paragraph (1) (c), relating to the rights arising upon the dissolution of marriage with regard to maintenance and compensation; 4. Article 16, paragraph (1) (d) and (g).”


� Jordan (CRC) – “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan expresses its reservation and does not consider itself bound by articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Convention, which grant the child the right to freedom of choice of religion and concern the question of adoption, since they are at variance with the precepts of the tolerant Islamic Shari’a.”


� Kuwait (CCPR) - “Interpretative declaration regarding article 2, paragraph 1, and article 3: Although the Government of Kuwait endorses the worthy principles embodied in these two articles as consistent with the provisions of the Kuwait Constitution in general and of its article 29 in particular, the rights to which the articles refer must be exercised within the limits set by Kuwaiti law. ... Interpretative declaration regarding article 23: The Government of Kuwait declares that the matters addressed by article 23 are governed by personal-status law, which is based on Islamic law. Where the provisions of that article conflict with Kuwaiti law, Kuwait will apply its national law. ... Reservations concerning article 25 (b): The Government of Kuwait wishes to formulate a reservation with regard to article 25(b). The provisions of this paragraph conflict with the Kuwaiti electoral law, which restricts the right to stand and vote in elections to males.”


� Kuwait (CEDAW) – “ 1. Article 7 (a) - The Government of Kuwait enters a reservation regarding article 7 (a), inasmuch as the provision contained in that paragraph conflicts with the Kuwaiti Electoral Act, under which the right to be eligible for election and to vote is restricted to males. 2. Article 9, paragraph 2 - The Government of Kuwait reserves its right not to implement the provision contained in article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention, inasmuch as it runs counter to the Kuwaiti Nationality Act, which stipulates that a child's nationality shall be determined by that of his father. 3. Article 16 (f) - The Government of the State of Kuwait declares that it does not consider itself bound by the provision contained in article 16 (f) inasmuch as it conflicts with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a , Islam being the official religion of the State.” 


� Kuwait (CESCR) – “Interpretative declaration regarding article 2, paragraph 2, and article 3: Although the Government of Kuwait endorses the worthy principles embodied in article 2, paragraph 2, and article 3 as consistent with the provisions of the Kuwait Constitution in general and of its article 29 in particular, it declares that the rights to which the articles refer must be exercised within the limits set by Kuwaiti law.” (at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/kuwait_t2_cescr.php" ��http://www.bayefsky.com/./html/kuwait_t2_cescr.php�) 


� Kuwait (CRC) – “Article 7: The State of Kuwait understands the concepts of this article to signify the right of the child who was born in Kuwait and whose parents are unknown (parentless) to be granted the Kuwaiti nationality as stipulated by the Kuwaiti Nationality Laws.  Article 21: The State of Kuwait, as it adheres to the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a as the main source of legislation, strictly bans abandoning the Islamic religion and does not therefore approve adoption.”


� According to the State Department, Lebanon does not track religious membership by school “because the matter of religious balance remains such a delicate political issue.”  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/24456.htm" ��http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/24456.htm�.  


� Lebanon (CEDAW) - “The Government of the Lebanese Republic enters reservations regarding article 9 (2), and article 16 (1) (c) (d) (f) and (g) (regarding the right to choose a family name).”


� Libya (CEDAW) - “1. Article 2 of the Convention shall be implemented with due regard for the peremptory norms of the Islamic Shari’a relating to determination of the inheritance portions of the estate of a deceased person, whether female or male.  2. The implementation of paragraph 16 (c) and (d) of the Convention shall be without prejudice to any of the rights guaranteed to women by the Islamic Shari’a.”


� Data obtained from the Report on International Religious Freedom, US Dept. of State (2003) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/" ��http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/�.


� Malaysia (CEDAW) - “The Government of Malaysia declares that Malaysia's accession is subject to the understanding that the provisions of the Convention do not conflict with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a' law and the Federal Constitution of Malaysia. With regards thereto, further, the Government of Malaysia does not consider itself bound by the provisions of articles 2 (f), 5 (a), 7 (b), 9 and 16 of the aforesaid Convention.  In relation to article 11, Malaysia interprets the provisions of this article as a reference to the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of equality between men and women only.”  Malaysia amended this reservation on February 6, 1998 stating “The Government of Malaysia withdraws its reservation in respect of article 2(f), 9(1), 16(b), 16(d), 16(e) and 16(h).”  Furthermore, the state clarified its position by informing the Secretary-General as follows: 


With respect to article 5 (a) of the Convention, the Government of Malaysia declares that the provision is subject to the Syariah law on the division of inherited property.  With respect to article 7 (b) of the Convention, the Government of Malaysia declares that the application of said article 7 (b) shall not affect appointment to certain public offices like the Mufti Syariah Court Judges, and the Imam which is in accordance with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a law.  With respect to article 9, paragraph 2 of the Convention, the Government of Malaysia declares that its reservation will be reviewed if the Government amends the relevant law.  With respect to article 16.1 (a) and paragraph 2, the Government of Malaysia declares that under the Syariah law and the laws of Malaysia the age limit for marriage for women is sixteen and men is eighteen.”


� Malaysia (CRC) – “The Government of Malaysia accepts the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child but expresses reservations with respect to articles 1, 2, 7, 13, 14, 15, [...], 28, [paragraph 1 (a)] 37, [...] of the Convention and declares that the said provisions shall be applicable only if they are in conformity with the Constitution, national laws and national policies of the Government of Malaysia.”


� Data obtained from the Report on International Religious Freedom, US Dept. of State (2003) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/" ��http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/�.


� Maldives (CEDAW) - “1. The Government of the Republic of Maldives expresses its reservation to article 7 (a) of the Convention, to the extent that the provision contained in the said paragraph conflicts with the provision of article 34 of the Constitution of the Republic of Maldives.  2. The Government of the Republic of Maldives reserves its right to apply article 16 of the Convention concerning the equality of men and women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations without prejudice to the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a, which govern all marital and family relations of the 100 percent Muslim population of the Maldives.”


� Maldives (CRC) - Upon ratification:  Reservations to articles 14 and 21. Upon signature, the Maldives explained “1) Since the Islamic Shari’a is one of the fundamental sources of Maldivian Law and since Islamic Shari’a does not include the system of adoption among the ways and means for the protection and care of children contained in Shari’a, the Government of the Republic of Maldives expresses its reservation with respect to all the clauses and provisions relating to adoption in the said Convention on the Rights of the Child.  2) The Government of the Republic of Maldives expresses its reservation to paragraph 1 of article 14 of the said Convention on the Rights of the Child, since the Constitution and the Laws of the Republic of Maldives stipulate that all Maldivians should be Muslims.”


� Mali (CRC) – “The Government of the Republic of Mali declares that, in view of the provisions of the Mali Family Code, there is no reason to apply article 16 of the Convention.”


� Mauritania (CEDAW) - “Having seen and examined the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 18 December 1979, have approved and do approve it in each and every one of its parts which are not contrary to Islamic Shari’a and are in accordance with our Constitution.”


� Mauritania(CRC) – “In signing this important Convention, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania is making reservations to articles or provisions which may be contrary to the beliefs and values of Islam, the religion of the Mauritania People and State.”


� Morocco (CEDAW) “Declarations: 1. With regard to article 2: The Government of the Kingdom of Morocco express its readiness to apply the provisions of this article provided that:   … They do not conflict with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a. It should be noted that certain of the provisions contained in the Moroccan Code of Personal Status according women rights that differ from the rights conferred on men may not be infringed upon or abrogated because they derive primarily from the Islamic Shari’a, which strives, among its other objectives, to strike a balance between the spouses in order to preserve the coherence of family life.  2. With regard to article 15, paragraph 4:  The Government of the Kingdom of Morocco declares that it can only be bound by the provisions of this paragraph, in particular those relating to the right of women to choose their residence and domicile, to the extent that they are not incompatible with articles 34 and 36 of the Moroccan Code of Personal Status. Reservation:  1. With regard to article 9, paragraph 2:  The Government of the Kingdom of Morocco makes a reservation with regard to this article in view of the fact that the Law of Moroccan Nationality permits a child to bear the nationality of its mother only in the cases where it is born to an unknown father, regardless of place of birth, or to a stateless father, when born in Morocco, and it does so in order to guarantee to each child its right to a nationality. Further, a child born in Morocco of a Moroccan mother and a foreign father may acquire the nationality of its mother by declaring, within two years of reaching the age of majority, its desire to acquire that nationality, provided that, on making such declaration, its customary and regular residence is in Morocco.  [2]. With regard to article 16:  The Government of the Kingdom of Morocco makes a reservation with regard to the provisions of this article, particularly those relating to the equality of men and women, in respect of rights and responsibilities on entry into and at dissolution of marriage. Equality of this kind is considered incompatible with the Islamic Shari’a, which guarantees to each of the spouses rights and responsibilities within a framework of equilibrium and complementary in order to preserve the sacred bond of matrimony.  The provisions of the Islamic Shari’a oblige the husband to provide a nuptial gift upon marriage and to support his family, while the wife is not required by law to support the family.  Further, at dissolution of marriage, the husband is obliged to pay maintenance. In contrast, the wife enjoys complete freedom of disposition of her property during the marriage and upon its dissolution without supervision by the husband, the husband having no jurisdiction over his wife's property.  For these reasons, the Islamic Shari’a confers the right of divorce on a woman only by decision of a Shari’a judge.” (emphasis added)


� Morocco (CRC) – “The Kingdom of Morocco, whose Constitution guarantees to all the freedom to pursue his religious affairs, makes a reservation to the provisions of article 14, which accords children freedom of religion, in view of the fact that Islam is the State religion.”


� Islamic school information obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://www.worldinfozone.com/country.php?country=Niger" ��http://www.worldinfozone.com/country.php?country=Niger�. 


� Niger (CEDAW) - “Reservations: Article 2, paragraphs (d) and (f) - The Government of the Republic of the Niger expresses reservations with regard to article 2, paragraphs (d) and (f), concerning the taking of all appropriate measures to abolish all customs and practices which constitute discrimination against women, particularly in respect of succession. Article 5, paragraph (a) - The Government of the Republic of the Niger expresses reservations with regard to the modification of social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women.  Article 15, paragraph 4 - The Government of the Republic of the Niger declares that it can be bound by the provisions of this paragraph, particularly those concerning the right of women to choose their residence and domicile, only to the extent that these provisions refer only to unmarried women.  Article 16, paragraph 1 (c), (e) and (g)  - The Government of the Republic of the Niger expresses reservations concerning the above-referenced provisions of article 16, particularly those concerning the same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution, the same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children, and the right to choose a family name.  The Government of the Republic of the Niger declares that the provisions of article 2, paragraphs (d) and (f), article 5, paragraphs (a) and (b), article 15, paragraph 4, and article 16, paragraph 1 (c), (e) and (g), concerning family relations, cannot be applied immediately, as they are contrary to existing customs and practices which, by their nature, can be modified only with the passage of time and the evolution of society and cannot, therefore, be abolished by an act of authority.”


� Information obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://www.arab.de/arabinfo/oman.htm" ��http://www.arab.de/arabinfo/oman.htm�.


� Oman (CRC) – “ … 2. A reservation is entered to all the provisions of the Convention that do not accord with Islamic law or the legislation in force in the Sultanate and, in particular, to the provisions relating to adoption set forth in its article 21. … 5. The Sultanate does not consider itself to be bound by those provisions of article 14 of the Convention that accord a child the right to choose his or her religion or those of its article 30 that allow a child belonging to a religious minority to profess his or her own religion.”


� Pakistan (CEDAW) - “The accession by [the] Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the [said Convention] is subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.”


� Pakistan (CRC) - In July, 1997, Pakistan withdrew its general reservation for conflicts between the CRC and “Islamic laws and values”.


� Qatar (CAT) - “Any interpretation of the provisions of the Convention that is incompatible with the precepts of Islamic law and the Islamic religion.”.


� Qatar (CRC) – “[The State of Qatar] enter(s) a general reservation by the State of Qatar concerning provisions incompatible with Islamic Law.”


� Qatar (CRC SoCPP) - “.....subject to a general reservation regarding any provisions in the protocol that are in conflict with the Islamic Shari’a.”


� Saudi Arabia (CEDAW) - “1. In case of contradiction between any term of the Convention and the norms of Islamic law, the Kingdom is not under obligation to observe the contradictory terms of the Convention.”


� Saudi Arabia (CERD) - “[The Government of Saudi Arabia declares that it will] implement the provisions [of the above Convention], providing these do not conflict with the precepts of the Islamic Shari’a.”


� Saudi Arabia (CRC) – “[The Government of Saudi Arabia enters] reservations with respect to all such articles as are in conflict with the provisions of Islamic law.”


� Information obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://www.arab.de/arabinfo/somalia.htm" ��http://www.arab.de/arabinfo/somalia.htm�. 


� Art. 1.6 of the Draft Somali Constitution dated February 20, 1995 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicwebs.com/cwvlib/africa/somalia/1995/reunification/appendix_1.htm#fn63" ��http://www.civicwebs.com/cwvlib/africa/somalia/1995/reunification/appendix_1.htm#fn63�. 


� While Syria’s Constitution does not explicitly declare Islam as the state religion, Art. 3 indicates that the President must be a Muslim and that “Islamic jurisprudence is a main source of legislation.”


� Syria (CEDAW) - “.....subject to reservations to article 2; article 9, paragraph 2, concerning the grant of a woman's nationality to her children; article 15, paragraph 4, concerning freedom of movement and of residence and domicile; article 16, paragraph 1 (c), (d), (f) and (g), concerning equal rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution with regard to guardianship, the right to choose a family name, maintenance and adoption; article 16, paragraph 2, concerning the legal effect of the betrothal and the marriage of a child, inasmuch as this provision is incompatible with the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a …”


� Syria (CRC) – “The Syrian Arab Republic has reservations on the Convention's provisions which are not in conformity with the Syrian Arab legislations and with the Islamic Shari'a's principles, in particular the content of article (14) related to the Right of the Child to the freedom of religion, and articles 20 and 21 concerning the adoption.”


� Syria (CRC SoCPP) - "A reservation is entered to the provisions set forth in article 3, paragraph 5, and article 3, paragraph 1 (a) (ii) of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, which relate to adoption.”


� Islamic school information obtained from � HYPERLINK "http://i-cias.com/e.o/tunisia_4.htm" ��http://i-cias.com/e.o/tunisia_4.htm�. 


� Tunisia (CEDAW) - “1. General declaration: The Tunisian Government declares that it shall not take any organizational or legislative decision in conformity with the requirements of this Convention where such a decision would conflict with the provisions of chapter I of the Tunisian Constitution.  2. Reservation concerning article 9, paragraph 2:  The Tunisian Government expresses its reservation with regard to the provisions in article 9, paragraph 2 of the Convention, which must not conflict with the provisions of chapter VI of the Tunisian Nationality Code.  3. Reservation concerning article 16, paragraphs (c), (d), (f), (g) and (h):  The Tunisian Government considers itself not bound by article 16, paragraphs (c), (d) and (f) of the Convention and declares that paragraphs (g) and (h) of that article must not conflict with the provisions of the Personal Status Code concerning the granting of family names to children and the acquisition of property through inheritance. … 5. Declaration concerning article 15, paragraph 4: In accordance with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, dated 23 May 1969, the Tunisian Government emphasizes that the requirements of article 15, paragraph 4, of the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women, and particularly that part relating to the right of women to choose their residence and domicile, must not be interpreted in a manner which conflicts with the provisions of the Personal Status Code on this subject, as set forth in chapters 23 and 61 of the Code.”


� Tunisia (CRC) - Declarations: “1. The Government of the Republic of Tunisia declares that it shall not, in implementation of this Convention, adopt any legislative or statutory decision that conflicts with the Tunisian Constitution. ... 3. The Government of the Republic of Tunisia declares that the Preamble to and the provisions of the Convention, in particular article 6, shall not be interpreted in such a way as to impede the application of Tunisian legislation concerning voluntary termination of pregnancy.” Reservations: “1. The Government of the Republic of Tunisia enters a reservation with regard to the provisions of article 2 of the convention, which may not impede implementation of the provisions of its national legislation concerning personal status, particularly in relation to marriage and inheritance rights. ... 3. The Government of the Republic of Tunisia considers that article 7 of the Convention cannot be interpreted as prohibiting implementation of the provisions of national legislation relating to nationality and, in particular, to cases in which it is forfeited.”


� Turkey (CEDAW) – Declaration: “Article 9, paragraph 1 of the Convention is not in conflict with the provisions of article 5, paragraph 1, and article 15 and 17 of the Turkish Law on Nationality, relating to the acquisition of citizenship, since the intent of those provisions regulating acquisition of citizenship through marriage is to prevent statelessness.”  


� Turkey (CRC) – “The Republic of Turkey reserves the right to interpret and apply the provisions of articles 17, 29 and 30 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child according to the letter and the spirit of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkey and those of the Treaty of Lausanne of 24 July 1923.”


� United Arab Emirates (CRC) – “Article 7: The United Arab Emirates is of the view that the acquisition of nationality is an internal matter and one that is regulated and whose terms and conditions are established by national legislation.  Article 14: The United Arab Emirates shall be bound by the tenor of this article to the extent that it does not conflict with the principles and provisions of Islamic law. Article 17: While the United Arab Emirates appreciates and respects the functions assigned to the mass media by the article, it shall be bound by its provisions in the light of the requirements of domestic statues and laws and, in accordance with the recognition accorded them in the preamble to the Convention, such a manner that the country's traditions and cultural values are not violated. Article 21: Since, given its commitment to the principles of Islamic law, the United Arab Emirates does not permit the system of adoption, it has reservations with respect to this article and does not deem it necessary to be bound by its provisions.”


� According to the State Department, the Soviet imposed repression of religion is slowly being replaced by a secular form of Islam. See � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+uz0041" ��http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+uz0041�. 


� Data obtained from the Report on International Religious Freedom, US Dept. of State (2003) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/" ��http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2003/�.
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